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Preface
This volume contains 36 papers selected for podium presentation at the 21st International Symposium on 
Transportation and Traffic Theory held in Kobe from August 5 to 7, 2015. ISTTT series started from 1959 have 
been providing forums where groups of researchers, who are engaged in cutting-edge research on transportation 
and traffic theory from all over the world, exchange their results, discuss research issues, and identify future 
directions. The interests of contributions have spread out including transportation systems, transport and land-use 
interactions and human behavior in transportation in the aspects of theory and modeling. 
When opening the proceedings of the past symposia, readers must be surprised in finding many pioneer works 
proposing epoch-making theories that are basis of various leading-edge studies in these days. This means that the 
history of ISTTT series itself is a history of progress of theoretical bases in the field of traffic and transportation 
studies. As well as previous proceedings of ISTTT series, this volume contains a variety of high quality papers 
which attempt to develop and expand theories and modelings. Readers may find novel ideas as seeds of future 
progress everywhere. 
Following the tradition of ISTTT series, papers contained in this volume are presented in plenary sessions 
where all of the participants gather into a single conference room for intensive discussions. For this reason, the 
maximum number of papers for podium presentation is limited to 36. These papers were selected through the 
two-stage peer review process. The total 120 extended abstracts were selected from 264 submissions based on the 
first round peer reviews by three experts for each abstract. After inviting full papers, the total 87 full papers were 
submitted and through the second round peer review, 36 podium papers (and 16 poster papers) were selected. 
Because of the limited time slots available and very intensive competition, we had to turn away many good papers.
Poster papers are published as a separate issue of Transportation Procedia.  
This symposium was made possible with having valuable supports of many people. At first, our special thanks 
goes to Prof. Takamasa Iryo for his tremendous efforts as the Secretary of this symposium, as well as the members 
of Local Organizing Committee, whose names are listed on another page. We wish to extend our thanks to the 
convenor, Prof. Michael Bell, and members of International Advisory Committee of ISTTT also listed on this 
volume. Our appreciation also goes to the reviewers whose efforts were essential in ensuring the high quality of 
this symposium. We further thank the Graduate School of Engineering, Kobe University, for their assistance as the 
joint organizer. 
This symposium is financially supported in part by Institute of Industrial Science (University of Tokyo), 
Masuda Foundation (Kobe University), Graduate School of Information Sciences (Tohoku University), The Japan 
World Exposition 1970 Commemorative Fund, Portpia 81 Memorial Fund, and The Nakauchi Convention 
Foundation. Useful advices by Kobe International Convention Center in event organization was also helpful. 
  It is hoped that the proceedings will contribute to further research development of the field of transportation and 
traffic theory. 
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